VI
OTHER FEATURES OF

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

THERE are other features of Islam that call for notice
even in this brief treatment. The bulk of the chapter deals
with the status of woman, including the subjects of polyg-
amy and divorce; with death and burial; and with the dif-
ferences between Sunni and Shi'ah; with a brief glance at
the heretical offshoots of Islam. A preliminary word, how-
ever, may be said about two matters: temperance and
slavery, which respectively show Islam at its best and at its
worst. Total abstinence is the glory of Mohammedanism.
It is as much a part of religion as prayer or fasting. Failure
in regard to this precept is not viewed with the popular
indulgence accorded to some moral lapses. Islam hates
strong drink. According to Mohammedan law, if a man
is brought before a judge, still intoxicated, or even redolent
of wine, and if two witnesses swear that he has been drink-
ing, he is to receive eighty lashes if a free man, or forty
lashes if a slave. A Moslem is usually not only afraid but
ashamed to drink before a coreligionist. The use of In-
toxicants in Mohammedan lands can always be traced to
Western influences. Through education obtained abroad,
and through the temptations of bars and saloons kept by
Christians, native and foreign, drinking is on the increase
among all classes of Moslems in the seaport towns of Syria
and Palestine, as well as in some interior cities. However,
to see a drunken man, of any religious sect, Christian or
Moslem, is a rarity in these lands. The whole population
is, as a rule, still temperate. Among Christians the use
of wine and spirits is largely confined to ceremonial and
festive occasions.
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